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An update on election news in Kansas
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and some confusion on
the Kansas political and electoral
scene on May 15 when U.S.
Senator Bob Dole announced he
would resign his Senate seat “on
or before June 11” in order to
concentrate on his race for the
Presidency. A day earlier he had
announced his intention to resign
his position as Senate majority
leader, but his later announce-
ment caught many people by
surprise.
     Questions began to circulate
immediately: Whom would the
governor appoint to fill the
vacancy?
     When would Senator Dole
officially vacate the office?
     Would a November election
be required to fill the vacancy?
     What candidates would file
for the November election?
      Using the Seventeenth
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion and Kansas law in K.S.A.
25-318, the Secretary of State’s
office consulted with the offices
of the Governor and Attorney
General to design a plan. State
law says that in the case of a
vacancy in the office of U.S.

Senator, the Governor appoints a
temporary replacement until the
next election for Representatives
in Congress.  On May 24, Gover-
nor Graves announced his inten-
tions to appoint Lieutenant
Governor Sheila Frahm to fill the
vacancy.
     The plan that emerged from
discussions is as follows:
There will be a general election
in November to elect a person to
fill the remaining two years of
Senator Dole’s unexpired term.
     Partisan candidates for the
position will run in the regular
primary on August 6.
     The filing deadline for candi-
dates wishing to run in the

primary and for third party
candidates is extended to noon,
June 24. The partisan candidate
filing deadline for all other offices
in 1996 remains noon, June 10.
     The deadline for independent
candidates to file their petitions to
be on the general election ballot
for Dole’s seat remains noon,
August 5.
     It is unusual, although not
unprecedented, to elect both U.S.
Senators in the same year. The
Secretary of State is working
with county election officers to
ensure an orderly nomination and
election process and to minimize
confusion among voters.
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